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consequences of the fall in their country's birth-rate.
The Italians in the whole south-east corner of France, from
Lyons and Marseilles right to Mentone, and those skilful road
builders mostly living round the Place d'ltalie in Paris, had one
and all fled from the horrors of Fascism only to discover on
foreign soil an undying patriotism. They kept themselves strictly
apart and spoke only Italian, It was not at ail unusual for
working-class women to go back to Italy for the birth of their
children, so that they would be born in their native land, and
then return again to France. These Italians in France formed a
compact mass, a potential Fifth Column ready to hand.
The Belgians poured over the frontier every morning to work
in France. They came for purely material reasons and had no
thought of choosing France as their new country, although
200,000 of their compatriots had done so. They went back to
Belgium every evening in special coaches, for with the good
wages they earned they could live better and more cheaply on
their own side of the frontier. It was work that brought these
people to France; the country they did not love overmuch.
The Spaniards in the south really did love France: they tried
to assimilate themselves and worked on the land with inner
pride and ardent enthusiasm as though it were their native soil.
They were not repaid in the same coin, however, and were far
from well received, for their admiration for things republican
made them suspect in the eyes of the reactionary ruling classes.
Yet they remained loyal to the end, to their death, though they
were cut off more and more from the life of the nation, left aside
like something alien, a medicine the patient capriciously refuses
to take on account of its reddish colour, preferring to risk a rise
in temperature.
The liberal elements in France had instinctively felt that the
weakened body required new blood, but the injection of clotted
blood after the last war, without prescription or calculated doses,
only produced an increase in the fever. The remedy given with-
out thought or care, the transfusion of blood without proper
tests, delayed or applied too late by narrow-minded conserva-
tism, became a dangerous poison instead of a rejuvenating cure.